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Community Consultative Committee (CCC)  
Meeting Minutes 

Gullen Range Wind Farm (GRWF) 
 
 

Date: Wednesday 29 April 2026 
Location: Bannister Hall 
Time: 4:20pm – 5:30pm 

Attendance: 

Peter Gordon (PG) – Chair  
Dimity Taylor (DT) – Community Representative 
Councillor Susan Reynolds (SR) – Upper Lachlan Shire Council (ULSC) [via 
telephone] 
Councillor Liz McKeon (LM) – Goulburn Mulwaree Council  
Erin Fletcher (EF) – Gullen Range Wind Farm 
Andrew Sinclair (AS) – Gullen Range Wind Farm 
Diana Forrester (DF) – Minutes  

 
Introductions and Welcome 

• PG welcomed everyone to the CCC meeting. 
 

Conflicting and Pecuniary Interests 
• Declaration of pecuniary or other interests: No changes declared.  

 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 

• The Minutes for the last meeting in October 2025 were agreed out of session and are on 
the website. 
 

Action Items from Previous Minutes 
• There were no outstanding action items. 

 
Correspondence 

• An update on Community Consultative Committees (CCCs) from the Department of 
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure was received in February – attached to these 
Minutes. PG noted these and pointed out they were more relevant to other CCCs since 
this one has the Minutes recorded by DF, and he feels comfortable the GRWF CCC meets 
all its requirements. 
 

Items Raised by Community Representatives 
• PG asked if there was anything not on the agenda which needed to be considered in the 

meeting. 
• DT asked whether we could meet online occasionally. SR says she’s happy being online 

today. Some discussion followed but it was agreed that meeting in person was generally 
preferable. 
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Company Reports and Overview of Activities 
 
Operational Update  

 
Energy Generation 

• AS reported the Quarterly Generation figures, captured in the figure below.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• DT asked how wind at different times of day effect the wind price. AS explained it doesn’t 
really impact the wind price directly.   

• PG asked when the peak time is in the winter. AS explained it’s in the morning when 
people get up and between 5-8pm, which is when consumers pay the most. He also 
pointed out that these peak times are pretty standard across the year. 

• Generator change out: AS said there had been six 1.5Mw Generators changed out across 
the farm over an 8-week period. This included two at Bannister, two at Pomeroy and two 
at Gurrundah. He explained this was necessary because the magnets within the generator 
were not working optimally after 13 years. 

• Andrew explained how the generators work. He said they are tested every time they do a 
service. The turbines are lightly serviced every 6 months with a more detailed service 
conducted every 12. 

• Blade repairs: Worley is a company BJEI have engaged to carry out Blade edge protection 
across various turbine blades across the site. These blades were chosen following the 
annual drone inspection report.  

• SR asked about the leading edges of the blade tips, expecting they are impacted by 
weather and insects, and asked how the edges are fixed.  AS explained any lightning 
damage is usually about the size of a 10-cent piece. He said the blades are edged in a 
polymer/rubber type product. They remove the old one, sand it all down, and then 
replace it. AS showed the group some photographs of the Worley technicians, abseiling 
down the blades to conduct the repairs. 

• Asbestos: AS reminded the CCC that in November 2025, GRWF was made aware of 
asbestos being detected in some Goldwind internal lift brake pads. Following this, 
extensive testing was undertaken at site and access was closed to all turbines 

• The CCC was also provided with updates, which were also posted to the website in 
November, December and again in February. 

• Emails were sent directly to neighbours and landowners in November. Neighbours were 
encouraged to check the website for further updates.  

• AS explained that, after testing, Goldwind found there were no further concerns about 
Biala, but there was some asbestos detected in an internal brake pad component of the 
2.5MW turbines at GRWF. Technicians are still able to work in these turbines, wearing 
appropriate PPE and there is minimal risk to the public. AS said, replacement of the 
affected parts in the 2.5MW turbines is currently being completed, however regular 
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maintenance activities have recommenced on all turbines following safety clearance. No 
asbestos was detected in the 1.5MW turbines. 

• DT asked if there would be any ramifications for the companies who provided the brake 
pads. AS confirmed that Goldwind would be following up with the supplier concerned and 
he re-iterated that BJEI has been reassured that the risks to anyone were extremely small.  

• EF said it was a credit to Goldwind how quickly they had reacted and how thoroughly they 
investigated it. She shared that Goldwind had committed to testing the replacement parts 
to ensure that no asbestos is present.  

• SR commented that, from a council perspective, they were very pleased with the 
proactive steps EF took to communicate the issue, staying on the front foot. SR said BJEI 
and Goldwind had handled the issue very well. 

• EF thanked her and said BJEI would always share as much information as possible. 
• Pitch motor oil change: AS reported that Goldwind is planning to start this task in the 

second half of the year. It involves changing the oil in all three pitch gear boxes in all of 
the 73 turbines at GRWF. He said Goldwind will engage sub contactors to ensure normal 
operations will not be disrupted. 

• Nacelle sealing: AS explained the old sealant on top of the turbine nacelles can perish 
from extreme weather conditions, so these will be reviewed and new sealant will be 
applied to prevent any risk of water leaking on electrical cabinets. He said this work is also 
likely to be sub contracted to a third party. 

• Civil work: AS reported that civil work will be carried out along the overhead power line 
track from POM 23 towards the Gurrundah side.  He explained that wet weather over the 
years has made the track very rough and difficult to navigate in some areas. 

• Gullen Solar civil work: AS explained that the roads inside the Gullen Solar Yard have 
become washed out due to heavy rain in the past. He advised that repairs will start next 
week (5/5/2026) 

 
Environmental Report 
 

• PVP (Protected Vegetation Plan) area feral animal control: AS reported that, to date, 30 
feral pigs and 3 deer have been eradicated from the area from combined trapping and 
organised shooting. This will be an ongoing task throughout the whole year to get on top 
of the high number of pigs in the area. He said BJEI is also working with the Local Land 
Services and neighbouring properties to get the numbers down. AS explained there were 
at least another 10 they were trying to trap. He said they use soaked barley to entice 
them into the traps and then a nearby neighbour assists to collect them from the traps if 
they are filled over a weekend. 

• PVP area tree planting: AS reported that BJEI is in the process of onboarding a local 
contractor to carry out tree planting in the PVP area using robust wire mesh tree guards 
to deter feral animal damage. It is hoped this will achieve a better success rate. 

• AS also reported they had been doing some weed spraying in this area too, primarily 
blackberry and tussock. 

• SR said we’re now in drought across the Upper Lachlan Shire, and she asked whether this 
will affect the tree planting. She also said there is expectation that drought will see an 
increase in feral pests, particularly from April to August.  

• AS agreed that the feral pigs are not rooting around as much but they’re looking for food 
because it’s so dry. 

• EF highlighted that the 2025 Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) has been 
finalised and uploaded to the website. A link will be circulated with the minutes. Post 
meeting note: this report can be found here: https://gullenrangewindfarm.com/wp-
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content/uploads/2026/04/NGRWF-Annual-Environmental-Management-
Report_2025_Web-upload.pdf 

 
Community update 
 
Community Enhancement Fund 

• EF reported the Community Fund is now open for applications, and will close on 8th May 
and then go forward to the CF S355 Committee for evaluation. The Committee will meet 
on 1st June to review the applications. 

• She said there is approximately $100,000 available for grants this year 
• EF explained BJEI had recently organised some signage for the Crookwell Golf Club 

maintenance shed that was built with a grant from the 2024 Fund. It is hoped this signage 
will demonstrate how the grants can help the community. 

• General discussion followed about finding a way to pool some of the wind farm grant 
funds into more effective, larger projects that could benefit the whole community. This 
discussion was continued later in the meeting (see further below) 
 

CLEP Update 
• EF reported that a total 114 applications have been approved for Stage 2 funding, with 

103 installations completed to date. Deposits have been paid on 9 other applications and 
are awaiting installation. 

• She said Q3 of 2025 was the largest funding round yet, with 16 applications approved 
from 19 submissions. 23 applications were approved in total throughout 2025. 

• EF explained 148 Stage 1 Energy Audits have been completed on eligible properties 
• The target allocated value has been updated for 2026 to $8,620 for Stage 2, and the 

website and brochure have been updated to reflect this.  
• EF said a new supplier information sheet was created to provide information on the CLEP 

Program, particularly for those who haven’t taken part previously. 
• EF explained that the multiple application rule was reviewed at the beginning of 2026, 

and it was decided to maintain the rule, see how the application trend tracks across the 
year, and then it will be reviewed again for next year’s program.  

• EF said an Independent Audit of Year 11 of the CLEP will be undertaken around the middle 
of the year, and once completed, the audit report will be posted to the website 

• EF advised the Q2 applications close on 22nd June. Q1 applications are being reviewed 
now, and approved residents will be notified soon 

 
Sponsorships 

• EF reported that GRWF supported the Crookwell Primary School Year 6 presentation night 
In December, which was a very happy occasion. 

• EF said GRWF sponsored the 2026 Goulburn Railway Bowling Club Rose Tournament and 
Turbine Cup again this year, with AS attending the presentation days in February 

• She explained GRWF also sponsored the Crookwell Show and arranged for free face 
painting at the event, but they did not have an information stall. Although there was no 
gold coin collected for the face painting this year, the company made a $750 donation to 
the Crookwell Hospital Auxiliary.  
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Public tours 
• EF reported there were 18 attendees on today’s public tour. She explained this tour was 

booked out completely just from waitlisted guests. 
• She said the next tour will be on 20 May, and to allow for as many people as possible to 

sign up, it will be opened to all rather than providing advance notice to the waitlist. EF 
explained they will continue to encourage people to join the waitlist and will notify when 
tours open to bookings.  

• EF described how the tour day works and said she has tentatively scheduled a further two 
dates for public tours this year to try to meet demand, however this will depend on 
operational requirements. One date will be in the September/October school holidays to 
encourage children to attend 

 
School activities 

• EF is also working with the local STEM representative to get a couple of school groups 
through.  

• She explained they had unfortunately  had to cancel the one for Crookwell Primary at the 
end of last year because of the asbestos testing that was being undertaken at the time. 

• EF said they will also look at participating in the Crookwell High Careers Day and STEM 
events this year 

 
Newsletter 

• EF reported the latest Newsletter was distributed for GRWF/BWF in early April, which 
included information about the CCC, encouraging community members to register 
interest in becoming a representative.  

• LM asked whether the CCC would consider a youth representative.   
• PG said yes, he would help manage the process and he could approve it and he suggested 

an excellent way to attract new members was for the current members to invite people 
who might be interested to a meeting.  
 

Other community updates 
 

Community Information Plan (CIP) 
• EF explained the annual review and update was complete, and she drew attention to the 

document circulated prior to today’s meeting.   
• She reported a marked increase in enquiry numbers in 2025, largely attributed to the 

CLEP opening to multiple applications. 
• EF suggested removing the educational display, as this was something suggested in the 

early stages of the project and may not be feasible at this project stage. She pointed out 
that information is also widely shared through school engagement and tours. 

• Other edits were minor changes to contact details etc 
• EF also explained that one other change to the ownership structure which occurred in 

2025. BJCE’s sister company, BJEI Australia, purchased a 40% stake in GRWF during the 
year, while BJCE maintains a 60% ownership. Day to day management remains as it 
always has, but the change has been updated in the CIP. 

• LM asked about the education display and DF explained what the concept had been 
• PG added he is still keen to see generation figures and community grant projects 

highlighted back to the local community on a regular basis to build appreciation for the 
contribution made. 
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General Business 
• SR said the ULSC is the only carbon negative shire in NSW, commenting it’s one of the 

very positive things to come out of the renewable development in the Shire. 
• Discussion followed about developing a strategy to announce this more broadly.  
• SR believes this would need to include the other windfarms. She would like to see a joint 

statement from all the contributors to green energy in the shire. She said she has the 
evidence to demonstrate how much CO2 we produce, how much oxygen we create, how 
much we generate and this all demonstrates that the shire has gone beyond net zero.  

• SR suggested a conversation with the Mayor, Paul Culhane, would be a good starting 
point, followed by conversations with the other companies. 

• It was agreed this strategy would need a co-ordinator, although none was suggested. 
• LM returned to the earlier conversation about trying to combine the monies from the 

various clean energy projects in the region to achieve more ambition outcomes for the 
community. 

• SR also wants to secure a pool of monies that could be utilised for something more 
tangible that the vast majority in the shire could benefit from. 

• PG said he was happy to have the conversation with the Mayor.  He suggested 10% of all 
the grant funding could go into one funding pool. 

• LM said a motion has already been put to the Goulburn Mulwaree Shire Council (GMSC) 
to get a change made in this respect. She talked about how much is needed and how a 
contribution from all of the developers would help across the region 

• SR pointed out we don’t get the energy locally and that generation is counted in homes 
powered, but they are not local homes.  

• DT said we the community gets lots of benefits – but agrees it’s not directly power. 
• DT asked the LM whether there are fees to submit a DA?   
• LM said yes, but explained the GMSC usually prioritises road developments from those 

funds.  
• DT asked if the fee could be raised so the funds available would increase to deal with this. 
• LM highlighted the multiple different ‘deals’ being done with landholders and new 

projects across the shire. She explained there is now a community solar farm in place. 
• PG offered to write to the Mayors, expressing his view that it is silly how many little things 

are happening across the region through the grant funding but the ability for large scale 
projects to be funded was limited. He pointed out the total community funds available 
across the region is very significant across the lifecycle of the various projects underway 
already. 

• DT thinks an NGO would need to be established to run it. 
 
ACTION: PG to follow up with LM and SR to move this forward 
 

• PG said, if there were no other questions, a date for the next meeting should be agreed 
and the meeting closed. 

 
 
Close and Next Meeting 

 
• Meeting closed: 5.40 pm 
• Next meeting: 4pm on Wednesday, 21 October 2026, at Bannister Hall.  
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19 February 2026 

Subject: Update on Community Consultative Committees (CCCs)  

Dear Chairpersons  

I am writing to provide some important reminders and clarifications about the operation of community 
consultative committees (CCCs) following recent correspondence and discussions with several committee 
members. The purpose of this letter is to ensure that chairpersons, committee members and proponents 
have a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities in accordance with the CCC Guidelines. To 
promote open communication, I ask that you share this letter with all committee members, including 
proponents.  

Recent Committee Feedback 

The Department has received correspondence from several committee members raising concerns about the 
functioning of their CCCs. These concerns broadly relate to: 

• recording and publishing meeting minutes 

• information sharing from proponents 

• the role and responsibilities of chairpersons 

the governance framework for CCCs, including Departmental oversight. In response, on Wednesday, 21 
January 2026 I met with a group representing several CCCs to better understand these concerns. At that 
meeting, I committed to encouraging Department representatives to attend CCC meetings, where possible.  

Additionally, I expressed my intent to attend a CCC meeting to gain firsthand insight into the value that CCCs 
provide to communities and stakeholders, and the processes under which they operate. 

Dedicated note-taker  

I would like to specifically remind all chairpersons that you are able to use a dedicated note-taker to support 
the accurate recording of meeting discussions and outcomes. Generally, the note-taker should not be an 
employee of the proponent. The use of a note-taker may help improve the reliability of minutes, reduce 
administrative pressure on chairpersons, and strengthen transparency for all participants. As described in 
the CCC Terms of Reference template, there is also an option of recording the meeting (subject to approval of 
the committee members) to assist with capturing accurate notes if an independent note-taker is not 
available.   

Proponent responsibilities under the CCC guidelines 

A key objective of CCCs is to promote openness, constructive dialogue and trust between the proponent and 
the community. Therefore, I encourage all chairpersons to remind proponents of their responsibilities under 
Section 5 of the CCC Guidelines, particularly the expectation that proponents will provide accurate and 
timely information on the project and copies of relevant project documents to CCC members. While the 
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Department acknowledges that some information cannot be shared due to commercial or financial 
sensitivity, or for privacy reasons, these exceptions should only be applied when necessary.  

Complaints relating to unreasonable withholding of information can be escalated to the Department, if 
required. 

Dispute resolution procedures 

Where committee members have reported issues, it is your role as the chairperson to mediate and try to 
resolve these disagreements. If a matter cannot be resolved, you may refer it to the Department.  

If committee members have concerns about your conduct as the chairperson, and these concerns cannot be 
resolved locally, they may lodge a complaint via the NSW planning portal.  

Administrative procedures 

To help facilitate the effective operation of CCCs, I would like to reiterate that chairpersons and proponents 
should be proactive in undertaking the administrative tasks detailed in Section 4 of the CCC Guidelines. This 
should be done in a timely manner and in accordance with the committee’s agreed terms of reference.   

Further information 

I thank you for your ongoing commitment to CCCs and value the excellent work you do.  I have attached the 
CCC chairperson factsheet that provides more detail about CCC processes, roles and responsibilities. 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any further questions, please contact the Department’s Assessment Policy and Practice 
team via the CCC mailbox at ccc@planning.nsw.gov.au in the first instance.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kiersten Fishburn 
Secretary 

- Enclosed -  

• CCC Chairpersons Factsheet 


