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1 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

New Gullen Range Wind Farm Pty Ltd operates Gullen Range Wind Farm, which is jointly owned by Beijing 

Jingneng Clean Energy (Hong Kong) Co., Limited (75%) and New Gullen Range Wind Farm (Holding) Pty Ltd (25%) 

a wholly owned subsidiary of Goldwind Capital (Australia) Pty Ltd.  

The wind farm is located on a north-south running ridge system of the Great Dividing Range between Gunning, 

/ǊƻƻƪǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ DƻǳƭōǳǊƴ ƛƴ b{²Ωǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǘŀōƭŜƭŀƴŘǎ όFigure 1-1). The wind farm extends over a distance of 

about 25 kilometres from about 6 kilometres south of Crookwell to its southern extent about 10 kilometres 

north of Breadalbane. The Wind Farm is also about 20 kilometres west of Goulburn. 

The wind farm became fully operational in December 2014 and includes the following project elements: 

¶ 73 Goldwind turbines  

o 56 GW100-2.5MW ς (100 metre rotor diameter) 

o 17 GW82-1.5MW ς (82 metre rotor diameter) 

¶ A 33kV/330kV substation for connection to the National Electricity Grid  

o 330kV switchyard owned and operated by TransGrid 

o A communications tower also owned and operated by TransGrid 

o 330kV/33kV Substation and 33kV switchyard 

The wind farm comprises of 4 turbine groups, Kialla, Bannister, Pomeroy and Gurrundah. The 73 turbines are 

distributed as listed below: 

¶ Kialla Group ς 2 turbines 

¶ Bannister Group ς 30 turbines 

¶ Pomeroy Group ς 23 turbines 

¶ Gurrundah Group ς 18 turbines 

¶ A 33kV/330kV substation is located between the northern and southern groups (between Bannister 

and Pomeroy) 

The highest turbines are at elevations of about 1,000 metres above sea level. The rural land, where the project 

is located and in surrounding areas, is predominantly used for grazing of sheep and cattle but also includes 

elements of rural lifestyle living. 
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Figure 1-1: Site location (hatched in blue) 

 

Gullen Range Wind Farm was approved as a Major Project under Part 3A of the NSW Environmental Planning & 

Assessment Act 1979 in August 2010. Wind Farms approved under Part 3A are required to hold an Environmental 

Protection Licence (EPL). An Environment Protection Licence was issued by the Environment Protection 

Authority (EPA) in October 2014. A modification application (Mod1) for adjustments to turbine locations was 

approved by the Planning Assessment Commission (PAC) in September 2015. 

1.2 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

This Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) has been prepared by NGH Environmental to meet 

Condition 6.1(a) of the MOD1 project approval. The report covers the period of 23rd December 2014 to 22nd 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмр ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

Plan, the Environmental Protection Licence (EPL) and conditions of approval relating to operation including the 

Statement of Commitments. 
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Condition 6.1: 

a) provisions for an Annual Environmental Management Report (AEMR) that is to be prepared and 

submitted to the Secretary throughout the operational life of the project. The AEMR must review the 

performance of the project against the Operational Environmental management Plan, the conditions 

of this approval and other licences and approvals relating to the project. 

b) provisions for periodic reporting of the compliance status to the Secretary including at least prior to the 

commencement of construction of the project, prior to the commencement of operation of the project, 

and prior to the commencement of decommissioning, 

c) a program for independent environmental auditing in accordance with AS/NZ ISO 19011:2003 - 

Guidelines for Quality and/or Environmental Management Systems Auditing; 

d) procedures for rectifying any non-compliance identified during environmental auditing or review of 

compliance; 

e) mechanisms for recording environmental incidents and actions taken in response to those incidents; 

f) provisions for reporting environmental incidents to the Secretary during construction operation and 

decommissioning; and 

g) provisions for ensuring all employees, contractors and sub-contractors are aware of, and comply with, 

the conditions of this approval relevant to their respective activities. 

 

1.3 STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT 

The structure of this report is: 

Section 1 ς Introduction and Background 

Section 2 ς Independent assessment of Compliance 
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2 INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF COMPLIANCE 

2.1 OPERATION APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS 

Operational conditions associated with the Gullen Range Wind Farm Project are analysed in the compliance table below.  

Table 2-1 Operational Compliance Table 

COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

1.1 The Proponent shall carry out the project: 
a) generally in accordance with the EA; b) the statement of commitments; and 
c) conditions of this approval (MOD1 consolidated conditions) 

Ongoing Project is generally being carried out in compliance with 
the EA, SoC and Conditions of Approval. 

1.2 If there is any inconsistency between the documents referred to in condition 
1.1, the most recent document shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency. 
However, the conditions of this approval shall prevail to the extent of any 
inconsistency. 

Ongoing Noted 

1.3  The Proponent shall comply with any reasonable requirement/s of the 
Secretary arising from ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦΥ 
a) any strategies, plans, programs, reviews, audits or correspondence that are 
submitted in accordance with the requirements in this approval; 
b) any report, reviews or audits commissioned by the Department regarding 
compliance with this approval; and 
c) the implementation of any actions or measures contained in these 
documents. 

Ongoing Noted 

1.7 The Proponent shall ensure that all licences, permits and approvals are 
obtained and maintained as required throughout the life of the project. No 
condition of this approval removes the obligation for the Proponent to obtain, 
renew or comply with such licences, permits or approvals. The Proponent shall 
ensure that a copy of this approval and all relevant environmental approvals 
are available on the site at all times during the project. 

Compliant EPL: variations to EPL issued on 21 April 2015 and 13 
November 2015. Noise Assessment Report started on 26 
September 2014 and Assessment of Tonal Reduction 
started on 14 September 2015. EPA website states that 
there are no non-compliances on the licence 

1.8 The Proponent may elect to construct the project in stages.    In this case, 
these conditions of approval may be complied with separately for each stage, 
as relevant. 

N/A Project was constructed in one stage. 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

1.10 If any wind turbine is not used for the generation of electricity for a 
continuous period of 12 months, it shall be decommissioned by the 
Proponent, unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary.    The Proponent shall 
keep independently-verified annual records of the use of the wind turbines for 
electricity generation.    Copies of these records shall be provided to the 
Secretary upon request.    The relevant wind turbine and any associated 
infrastructure is to be dismantled and removed from the site by the 
Proponent within 24 months from the date that the wind turbine was last 
used to generate electricity. 

Compliant All turbines are operational. One struck by lightning and 
out of action for 4 months ς Secretary of DP&E notified on 
21 October 2015 
The SCADA system is used to keep continuous records of 
electricity generation and can be verified against tariff 
meters.   

2.2 By December 2015, the Proponent shall notify in writing: 
a) all owners of existing or approved residential dwellings that are located 
within three kilometres of the project; 
b) all owners of approved subdivision allotment where there is an approved 
dwelling entitlement, where such subdivision allotments were approved by 
the date of approval of the project that are located within three kilometres of 
the project; 
c) the owners of Lot 55 of DP 754115; 
d) but excluding the owners of Lot 118 of DP 1116333 and Lot 121 of DP 
754115 and the owners of Lots 143 and 303 of DP 754115, Lot 2 of DP 541500 
and Lot 2 of DP 541499 
e) the owners of PW37 
that they are entitled to landscaping treatments on their property in order to 
minimise the visual impact of the project on their property 

Compliant GRWF Landscape Plan Register includes detail of all 
notifications, status, inspections and notes on any follow up 
maintenance required. 

2.3 Upon receiving a written request from the landowner referred to in condition 
2.2 to have landscaping treatments implemented on their property, the 
Proponent shall: 
a) within fourteen (14) days of receiving the request, commission a suitably 
qualified person approved by the Secretary, to investigate reasonable and 
feasible measures to minimise the visual impacts of the project on the 
ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎΤ 
b) ensure that the qualified person provides a landscaping plan detailing the 
matters investigated and consequential recommendations within twelve (12) 
weeks of receiving such request; and  

Compliant All landowners that responded had their properties 
assessed by Fresh Landscape Design. The report included: 

¶ Eligibility for landscape treatment and assessment 
of reasonable and feasible options 

¶ Proposed screening options 

¶ Specifications for landscape treatment including 
tree species, quantity, planting instructions, fence 
specifications 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

c) provide the landowner with a copy of the landscaping plan, including 
suggested landscape treatment measures, within fourteen (14) days of 
receiving the plan. 
If the parties agree on the landscaping plan, then the Proponent shall 
implement the agreed measures with all landscaping being completed within 
three months (where practical). The Proponent shall maintain these 
measures, at their cost, for a period of two years. Access and notification 
arrangements are to be negotiated between the parties. Landscape 
treatments shall include, but not be limited to, site preparation stock and 
rabbitproof fencing, selection and planting of appropriate species decided by 
both parties, watering, weed control and the replacement of failed plants.; If 
the parties are unable to agree on the landscaping plan within three months 
of the plan being provided to the landowner, or there is a dispute about the 
implementation of any agreed landscaping treatments, then either party may 
ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
such a referral shall be final and binding on the parties. 

¶ DƻƭŘǿƛƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘǿƻ 
year period 

¶ Agreement sign off sheet 

 

2.3A By 31 December 2015, unless otherwise agreed by the Secretary, the 
Proponent shall implement: 
a) landscaping treatments to screen the substation and associated switching 
station for the project; and 
b) colour treatment to perimeter fencing for the substation and associated 
switching station for the project to minimise glare,  
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.  
 
The landscaping treatments referred to in 2.3A a) must employ all reasonable 
and feasible mitigation measures and utilise mature plantings to screen the 
substation and switching station from the surrounding non-associated 
property PW4. Following the installation of the landscaping treatments, the 
Proponent shall maintain them over the life of project. 

Compliant Planting was completed prior to 31 December 2015 and 
PW4 plantings have been undertaken to screen substation 
(refer to photo below). 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

 

2.7 Shadow flicker arising from operation of the project shall not exceed 30 
hours/annum at any residence not being an associated residence. 

Compliant A shadow flicker report (Shadow Flicker Turbine Layout 6A 
Gullen Range Wind Farm, Epuron 2014)  has assessed that 
shadow-flicker from the final layout complies with this 
condition. 

2.15 Subject to conditions 2.15 to 2.20 the Proponent shall design, operate and 
maintain the project to ensure that the equivalent noise level (LAeq (10-
minute)) from the project does not exceed at each of the residential receiver 
locations identified in Section 5 of the Noise Impact Assessment prepared by 
Marshall Day Acoustics, dated 5 June 2008 (Section 3.2 of EA Attachments), or 
any other residential receiver in existence or the subject of a valid 
development consent at the date of this approval (but including PW37): 
a) 35 dB(A); or 
b) the existing background noise level (LA90 (10-minute)) correlated to the 
integer wind speed at hub height at the wind farm site by more than 5 dB(A). 
whichever is the greater, for each integer wind speed (measured at hub 
height) from cut-in to rated power of the wind turbine generator, when 
determined in accordance with the methodology provided in the Wind Farms: 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ bƻƛǎŜ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ό{! 9t!Σ нллоύ όΨ{! DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ нллоΩύ ƻǊ ŀǎ 
otherwise agreed with the EPA. 

Compliant An operational noise assessment (Gullen Range Wind Farm 
Assessment of Wind Farm Operational Noise, Marshall Day 
Acoustics, 2015) was carried out. Criteria a) and b) are 
identified in section 3.2 of the report. 
The assessment found that noise levels comply with the 
criteria in CoA 2.15. 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

2.17 Where noise predictions are found to exceed the limits specified in condition 
2.15 the Proponent shall develop and implement a Noise Operating Strategy 
that identifies specific methods of noise reductions to restore the levels back 
to the limits in Condition 2.15 at any receiver location for all wind directions 
including worst case-scenarios. The strategy shall include noise modelling 
verification that demonstrates the predicted noise reductions can be 
achieved. 

Compliant Noise Operating Strategy is contained in the Part A ς 
Operational Noise Management Plan of the OEMP. 
The Operational Noise Assessment Report shows that 
noise levels at all locations are within the approved limits.   

2.18 Noise from the project is to be measured at the most affected point within the 
residential boundary, or at the most affected point within 20 metres of the 
dwelling, where the dwelling is more than 20 metres from the boundary, to 
determine compliance with the noise level limits in conditions 2.15 and 2.16. 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ άŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
valid development consent at the date of this approval. 

Compliant Noise loggers were set up at the same location as used 
previously for the background noise monitoring.  
For background monitoring, loggers were placed on each 
property near the dwelling façade that was on-axis to the 
closest proposed turbine location.  

2.19 For the purposes of conditions 2.15 and 2.16 of this approval, 5 dB(A) shall be 
applied to measured noise levels where tonality is present. The presence of 
tonality shall be determined using the methodology detailed in Wind Turbine 
Generator Systems- Part 11: Acoustic Noise Measurement Techniques IEC 
61400-11:2002 or its latest edition or as otherwise agreed with the EPA. 

Compliant Tonality is assessed in section 7 and Appendix O of the 
Operational Noise Assessment Report in accordance with 
IEC 61400-11:2002. Tonality was found to not be a factor in 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŦŀǊƳΩǎ 
compliance.  

2.20 Notwithstanding conditions 2.15 and 2.16 of this approval, the noise limits 
specified under those conditions do not apply to any residence where a noise 
agreement is in place between the Proponent and the respective owner(s) of 
those residences in relation to noise impacts and/or noise limits. For this 
condition to take effect, the noise agreements shall satisfy the requirements 
of Guidelines for Community Noise (WHO, 1999) and Section 2.3 of the SA 
Guidelines 2003 or as otherwise agreed by the Secretary. 

Not Audited Noise agreements are known to be in place, however they 
were not audited as they were unable to be provided due 
to confidentiality reasons. 

2.21 The Proponent shall prepare a Noise Compliance Plan which shall be 
submitted to the Secretary prior to commissioning of the wind turbines. The 
Noise Compliance Plan shall include, but not be limited to: 
a) an assessment of the performance of the project against the noise 
predictions contained in conditions 2.15 and 2.16; 
b) a commitment to operate the Project in accordance with any Noise 
Operating Strategy that is implemented in accordance with condition 2.17; 
c) a commitment that noise compliance monitoring will be undertaken within 
three months of the commissioning of the wind turbines. If prevailing 

Compliant A Noise Compliance Monitoring Plan was submitted to 
DP&E. DP&E accepted the plan, letter received from DP&E 
dated 8/9/15 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

meteorological conditions do not allow the required monitoring to be 
undertaken in this period, the Secretary shall be notified and an extension of 
time may be sought; and 
d) a requirement that all noise compliance monitoring results are submitted 
to the Secretary within one month of completion of the monitoring. The 
Secretary may request that additional noise compliance monitoring be 
undertaken and completed within a specified timeframe. 
The Noise Compliance Assessment shall be undertaken generally in 
accordance with the procedures presented in SA Guidelines 2003, except that 
all sounds power levels and wind speeds shall be referenced to hub height 
unless otherwise agreed with the EPA. 

2.22 In the event that the Noise Compliance Plan indicates that noise from the 
wind turbines exceeds the noise limits specified under conditions 2.15 and 
2.16, as relevant, the Proponent shall investigate and propose mitigation and 
management measures to achieve compliance with the noise limits.    Details 
of the remedial measures and a timetable for implementation must be 
submitted to the Secretary for approval within such period as the Secretary 
may require.    Remedial measures shall include, in the first instance, all 
reasonable and feasible measures to reduce noise from the project, including 
but not necessarily limited to reduced operation of wind turbines.    Once all 
reasonable and feasible source controls are exhausted, remedial measures 
may include offering building acoustic treatments and/or noise screening to 
affected residences, but may only be used to address noise limit exceedances 
at the absolute discretion of the relevant landowner.    The Proponent shall 
also demonstrate that the relevant landowner/resident has been made fully 
aware of the noise and other implications of making any agreement.    If there 
is no such agreement with the relevant landowner, then the turbine(s)    
causing the exceedance(s) of the noise limits must be turned off until the 
turbine(s) can be operated in accordance with this approval. 

Compliant The Operational Noise Monitoring Assessment (Gullen 
Range Wind Farm Assessment of Wind Farm Operational 
Noise, Marshall Day Acoustics, 2015) found that noise 
levels at all sensitive receivers was below the approved 
limits  

2.23  The Proponent shall provide written notice to all landowners that are entitled 
to rights under condition 2.22 within 21 days of determining the landholdings 
to which these rights apply.    For the purpose of condition 2.22, this condition 
only applies where operational noise levels have been confirmed in 
accordance with the conditions 2.15 and 2.16. 

Compliant Operational noise monitoring ((Gullen Range Wind Farm 
Assessment of Wind Farm Operational Noise, Marshall Day 
Acoustics, 2015) found no exceedances. No notices 
required. 
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

2.24 The Proponent shall bear the costs of any additional at-receiver mitigation 
measures implemented at an affected landowner or property. 

Compliant No mitigation required 

2.33 The Proponent shall not operate wind turbines POM_03, POM_04, POM_06 
and POM_07 between one hour before sunset and one hour after sunrise 
during the period 30 November to 31 March, unless the Proponent 
demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Secretary that operation during these 
periods will not adversely impact on Powerful Owl juvenile dispersion.    In 
undertaking such a demonstration the Proponent shall undertake the 
following:    a) monitoring of the dispersion of Powerful Owl juveniles in and 
around the site, to be conducted by an independent specialist approved by 
the Secretary;    b) preparation of a report to be submitted to the Secretary 
presenting the outcomes of monitoring and impacts to the Powerful Owl 
juvenile dispersion in and around the site; and     c) conclusively 
demonstrating to the satisfaction of the Secretary that the dispersion of 
Powerful Owl juveniles in and around the site will not be adversely impacted 
by the project. 

Complaint /ƘŜŎƪŜŘ {/!5! ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ΨŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΩ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
turbine on random dates: 

Turbine 
ID 

Date Sunrise Sunset 

SCADA Values 

Turbine 
Switch 

On 

Turbine 
Switch Off 

POM3 1/12/15 5:43 17:59 5:52 17:59 

POM4 1/12/15 5:43 17:59 5:57 17:59 

POM6 23/12/15 5:47 18:15 5:53 18:00 

POM7 11/03/15 6:57 17:27 7:13 17:00 

POM7 26/03/15 7:09 17:06 7:13 17:00 

POM7 22/03/16 7:07 17:11 7:14 17:10 

 
http://www.ga.gov.au/bin/geodesy/run/sunrisenset using 
EST for Bannister. 
 

2.35 By the 31 December 2015, unless otherwise agreed with the Secretary, the 
Proponent shall revise the proposed compensatory habitat package to offset 
in perpetuity the value of habitat lost as a result of the project, in consultation 
with OEH, and to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 
Unless otherwise agreed to by the Secretary, the package shall comprise: 
ŀύ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ нΥм ΨƭƛƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƪŜΩ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ά²ƻǊǎǘ /ŀǎŜ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻέ 
impact assessment; or 
b) the implementation of in kind management measures or funding for such 
measures as agreed to by OEH; or a combination of the measures specified in 
a) and b). 

Compliant Compensatory habitat package was revised in consultation 
with OEH 
Letter from DPE 24/07/15 & Gullen CHP Revised (GR-PM-
PLN-0014) v6.1 

2.36 The Proponent shall make a financial contribution of $1500.00 to the NSW 
Wildlife Information and Rescue Service for each death of a Powerful Owl that 

Compliant No powerful owl deaths 

http://www.ga.gov.au/bin/geodesy/run/sunrisenset
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COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

has been reasonably attributed to the carrying out of the project.    The 
financial contribution must be paid by the Proponent within one month of the 
Proponent becoming aware of the death.    The contribution must be adjusted 
to take account of any increase in the Consumer Price Index (All Groups Index 
for Sydney) over time commencing at the September 2010 quarter. 

 2.37 The Proponent shall make a financial contribution of $1500.00 to the NSW 
Wildlife Information and Rescue Service for each death of the Wedge-tailed 
Eagle that has been reasonably attributed to the carrying out of the project.    
The financial contribution must be paid by the Proponent within one month of 
the Proponent becoming aware of the death.    The contribution must be 
adjusted to take account of any increase in the Consumer Price Index (All 
Groups Index for Sydney) over time commencing at the September 2010 
quarter. 

Compliant Receipt amounts and dates for payments to WIRES: 
19/02/15 - $1,665.33 
17/04/15 - $1,665.33 
29/05/15 - $1,665.33 
29/05/15 - $1,665.33 
26/06/15 - $1,665.33 
13/11/15 - $1,665.33 
04/01/16 - $1,665.33 
04/02/15 - $1,692 
04/02/15 - $1,692 
 

2.42 The Proponent shall notify all known users of the Crookwell, Ashwel and 
YƛƴƎǎΩǎ !ƛǊǎǘǊƛǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ǘǳǊōƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ 
operational procedures. 

Compliant No changes to operational procedures relevant to airstrips. 

2.43 Throughout the life of the project, the Proponent shall regularly consult with 
the local RFS to ensure its familiarity with the project, including the 
construction timetable and the final location of all infrastructure on the site.    
The Proponent shall comply with any reasonable request of the local RFS to 
reduce the risk of bushfire and to enable fast access in emergencies. 

Compliant Consultation the RFS has occurred in the preparation of the 
Bushfire MP. 
An annual meeting was held on 26th July 2015 and wind 
farm staff attended. 

2.44 The Proponent shall:    a)    ensure there is appropriate fire-fighting equipment 
held on site to respond to any fires that may occur at the site during 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the project; and     b) assist 
the RFS and emergency services as much as possible if there is a fire on-site 
during the project. 

Compliant ¢ƘŜ wC{ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ DǳƭƭŜƴ ²ƛƴŘ CŀǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ wC{Ωǎ 
responsibility to fight fires and not the wind farm operator. 
There are two water tanks that can be used to dampen 
areas where there is a threat of fire. There is also a stand 
pipe located near and access road and the substation that 
can be used by the RFS. 

2.46 The Proponent shall store and handle all dangerous goods (as defined by the 
Australian Dangerous Goods Code) and combustible liquids, strictly in 
accordance with:    a) all relevant Australian Standards;    b) a minimum bund 
volume requirement of 110% of the volume of the largest single stored 

Compliant A Pollution Incident Response Management Plan contains 
the following: 

¶ Inventory of chemicals 
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volume within ǘƘŜ ōǳƴŘΤ ŀƴŘ    Ŏύ ǘƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ aŀƴǳŀƭ 
Technical Bulletin Bunding and Spill Management.         In the event of an 
inconsistency between requirements listed from a) to c) above, the most 
stringent requirement shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency. 

¶ Quantities of chemicals 

¶ Locations of chemicals 

¶ Details of bunds 

¶ Risk assessment 

¶ Spill response procedure 

¶ Emergency contacts 

¶ Staff training 
All turbine transformers are internally bunded and hold 
about 2,400 litres of insulating oil. 
There are two large transformers in the substation, 
containing about 46,000 litres of insulating oil each. Both 
transformers are bunded separately. The bunds are precast 
concrete specifically designed for the Gullen Wind Farm 
and all comply with AS 1940.  
 

2.55 The proponent shall undertake reasonable and feasible mitigation to rectify 
any television/radio transmission problems reasonably attributable to the 
project at any residential dwelling located within five kilometres of a wind 
turbine.    Such measures may include:    a)    modification to or replacement 
of receiving antenna;    b) installation and maintenance of a parasitic antenna 
system;    c) provision of a land line between the affected receiver and an 
antenna located in an area of favourable reception; or    d) other feasible 
measures;    e) if interference cannot be overcome by the measures outlined 
in a) to d), the Proponent shall negotiate with the impacted landowner about 
installing and maintaining a satellite receiving antenna.    Any requested works 
shall be completed within three months of the completion of the relevant 
television and/or radio reception assessment, unless otherwise agreed by the 
landowner.    The Proponent shall be responsible for all reasonable costs 
associated with undertaking any mitigation measures. 

Compliant A pre-construction survey of television and radio 
frequencies at residences in the vicinity of the wind farm 
was carried out. 
Goldwind provided VAST satellite receivers at 102 
properties. All property within 5 km of the wind farm that 
requested a receiver were provided with a receiver. Some 
residents outside the 5kn radius were also provided with 
receivers. 

2.56 In the event that any issue with radio communication service links (installed 
before construction of the project) arise as a result of the project (such as 
obstruction of transmission paths), the Proponent shall consult with the 
operator and undertaken appropriate remedial measures to rectify any issue.    

Compliant No issues or complaints about radio communications 
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Such measures may include:    a) modification to or relocation of the existing 
antennae;    b) installation of a directional antennae; and/or    c) installation of 
an amplifier to boost the signal strength. 

2.57 Except as may be expressively provided by an Environment Protection Licence 
for the project, the Proponent shall comply with section 120 of the Protection 
of the Environment Operations Act 1997 which prohibits the pollution of 
waters. 

Compliant No pollution incidents recorded during the reporting 
period.   
Incident register reviewed. 

2.59 Soil disturbing activities of any nature are not permitted in the classified 
Crown Road reserve between Gurrundah Creek and ten metres upslope from 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŘƛǇ ǎƛǘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άIƛƭƭǾƛŜǿέ 
property, being Lot 206 DP750043, other than any soil sampling activities 
being carried out by a suitably qualified person to identify whether any soil 
contamination is present. 

Compliant No soil disturbing activities in the reporting period. The 
Gurrundah Creek is only accessed every 6 months to 
visually inspect the HV power line. 
Access to this area is restricted and this is covered in the 
site induction. 
 

2.62 The Proponent shall not cause, permit or allow any waste generated outside 
the site to be received at the site for storage, treatment, processing, 
reprocessing, or disposal or any waste generated on site to be disposed of at 
the site, except as expressly permitted by a licence under the Protection of 
the Environment Operations Act 1997, if such a licence is required in relation 
to that waste. 

Complaint No fill or other waste materials generated offsite has been 
accepted in on site.  

2.63 The Proponent shall ensure that all liquid and/or non-liquid waste generated 
and/or stored on the site is assessed and classified in accordance with Waste 
Classification Guidelines Part 1: Classifying Waste (DECC, 2008), or any future 
guideline that may supersede that document. 

Compliant Compliance with Waste Classification Guideline. 
Waste receipts reviewed ς 43074, 46042, 44967. 

3.1 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Bird and Bat Adaptive 
Management Program for the project to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This 
program must be submitted to the Secretary for approval prior to 
construction, and be updated by 31 December 2015, unless otherwise agreed 
by the Secretary. The program must be prepared in consultation with OEH, 
and take into account the bird/bat monitoring methods identified in the 
current editions of AusWEA Best Practice Guidelines for the Implementation 
of Wind Energy Projects in Australia and Wind Farm and Birds: Interim 
Standards for Risk Assessment. The Program shall be implemented by a 
suitably qualified expert, approved by the Secretary. The Program shall 

 Gullen Wind Farm submitted an updated Bird and Bat 
Adaptive Management Program to DP&E on 31/8/15. 
Gullen Wind Farm received feedback on the program from 
OEH in DP&E letter ref DOC15/423364 MP07_0118. Gullen 
Wind Farm provided a response to this letter on 11/12/15( 
ref: NGRWF_DOPE_004. 
 
The New BBAMP was not audited as it has not been 
formally approved by OEH yet. 
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incorporate Monitoring, and a Decision Matrix that clearly sets out how the 
Proponent will respond to the outcomes of monitoring. It must: 
a) incorporate an ongoing role for the suitably qualified expert; 
b) set out monitoring requirements in order to assess the impact of the 
project on bird and bat populations, including details on survey locations, 
parameters to be measured, frequency of surveys and analyses and reporting. 
The monitoring program must be capable of detecting any changes to the 
population of birds and/ or bats that can reasonably be attributed to the 
operation of the project, that is, data may be required to be collected prior to 
the commencement of construction. The 
requirements must also account for natural and human changes to the 
surrounding environment that might influence bird and/ or bat behaviour 
such as changes in land use practices, and significant changes in water levels 
in nearby water bodies; 
c) incorporate a decision making framework that sets out specific actions and 
when they may be required to be implemented to reduce any impacts on bird 
and bat populations that have been identified as a result of the monitoring; 
Řύ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ Ψŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΩ ōƛrd and bat groups such as the Powerful Owl, the Little 
Eagle, the Common Bent-wing Bat, the Large ςfooted Myotis and the Eastern 
False Pipistrelle and include monthly mortality assessments and periodic local 
population censuses and bird utilisation surveys; 
e) identify potential mitigation measures and implementation strategies in 
order to reduce impacts on birds and bats such as minimising the availability 
of raptor perches, swift carcass removal, pest control including rabbits, use of 
deterrents, and 
sector management including switching off turbines that are predicted to or 
have had an unacceptable impact on bird/ bat mortality at certain times; and 
f) identify matters to be addressed in periodic reports in relation to the 
outcomes of monitoring, the application of the decision making framework, 
the need for mitigation measures, progress with implementation of such 
measures, and their success. 
The Reports referred to under part f) shall be submitted to the Secretary on 
an annual basis, from the commencement of operation, and shall be prepared 



 

Final 15  

COA Long Description Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

within two months of the end of the reporting period. The Secretary may vary 
the reporting requirement or period by notice in writing to the Proponent. 
The Proponent is required to implement reasonable and feasible mitigation 
measures as identified under part e) where the need for further action is 
identified through the Bird and Bat Adaptive Management Program, or as 
otherwise agreed with the Secretary. 

3.2 Noise compliance monitoring shall be conducted in accordance with the Noise 
Management Plan under conditions 7.3a), 7.5a) and 7.7a), or as directed by 
the Secretary in response to noise complaints. 

Compliant Noise Compliance Plan reviewed and monitoring according 
to the approved plan is being undertaken. 

3.3 Within two years of the commencement of Operation of the project, and then 
as may be directed by the Secretary, the Proponent shall commission an 
independent person or team to undertake an environmental audit of the 
project.    The independent person or team shall be approved by the Secretary 
prior to the commencement of the Audit.    The Audit must:    a) be carried out 
in accordance with ISO 19011:2002 ς Guidelines for Quality and or 
Environmental Management Systems Auditing;    b) assess compliance with 
the requirements of this approval, and other licences and approvals that apply 
to the project;    c) assess the environmental performance of the project 
against the predictions made and conclusions drawn in the documents 
referred to under condition 1.1 of this approval;    d) review the effectiveness 
of the environmental management of the project, including any 
environmental impact mitigation works; and    e) review the adequacy of the 
tǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
Complaints Register required under condition 5.3    An Environmental Audit 
Report must be submitted for comment to the Secretary within two months 
of completion of the audit, detailing the findings and recommendations of the 
Audit and including a detailed response from the Proponent to any of the 
recommendations contained in the Report.  

Not Audited Audit not due in the reporting period 

5.1 Subject to confidentiality, the Proponent shall make all documents required 
under this approval available for public inspection on request.  

Compliant No requests for documents have been received. Project 
documents are available on 
http://www.gullenrangewindfarm.com/ 

5.2 The Proponent shall: 
a) make the following information publicly available on its website: 
ω 9!Τ 

Compliant The following were checked 

¶ EA ς link to NSW Major Projects website checked 
on 25/02/16 
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ω ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ 
and any environment protection licence; 
ω ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǊŜquired under the conditions of this approval; 
ω ŀ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
have been reported in accordance with the requirements of the various plans 
and programs required under the conditions of this approval; 
ω ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎΤ 
ω ŀƴȅ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǳŘƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 
to the recommendations in any audit report; and 
b) keep this information up to date, to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

¶ Statutory approvals ς link to Major Projects 
website for Project Approval documents (2008 to 
2010) and to Modification Application (Mod1 ς 
2014), both links checked on 25/02/16 

¶ EPL ς link licence on EPA website checked on 
25/02/16 

¶ The following monitoring results are provided on 
the project website, checked on 25/02/16 
o Noise testing report November 2015 
o Operational Noise Assessment report 
o Pre-operations compliance report 

¶ Complaints register that is up to date within the 
reporting period, checked on 25/02/16 

¶ No audit reports required to be available 

5.3 The Proponent shall prepare and implement a Community Information Plan to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan must set out the community 
communications and consultation processes to be undertaken during the 
construction, operation and decommissioning of the project. The Plan must 
include but not be limited to: 
a) procedures to inform the local community of planned investigations and 
Construction or decommissioning activities, including blasting works; 
b) procedures to inform the relevant community of Construction or 
decommissioning traffic routes and any potential disruptions to traffic flows 
and amenity impacts; 
c) procedures to consult with local landowners with regard to Construction or 
decommissioning traffic to ensure the safety of livestock and to limit 
disruption to livestock movements; 
d) procedures to inform the community where work has been approved to be 
undertaken outside the normal Construction or decommissioning hours, in 
particular noisy activities; 
e) procedures to inform and consult with those landowners who are eligible 
for landscaping on their property as determined under condition 2.2 of this 
approval; and 

Compliant The Community Information Plan is available on the project 
website. 
Section 6.3 of the plan identifies procedures for visual 
impact assessments and radio/television reception 
assessments 
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f) procedures to notify relevant landowners of the process available to review 
potential impacts on radio and television transmission. 
Note: With the agreement of the Secretary, an update of the approved 
Community Information 
Plan (August 2012) can satisfy the requirements of this condition. 

5.5 The Proponent shall record details of all complaints received through the 
means listed under condition 5.4 of this approval in an up-to-date Complaints 
Register.    The Register shall record, but not necessarily be limited to:    a) the 
date and time, where relevant, of the complaint;    b) the means by which the 
complaint was made (telephone, mail or email);    c) any personal details of 
the complainant that were provided, or if no details were provided, a note to 
that effect;    d) the nature of the complaint;    e) any action(s) taken by the 
proponent in relation to the complaint, including any follow-up contact with 
the complainant; and    f) if no action was taken by the Proponent in relation 
to the complaint, the reason(s) why no action was taken.    The Complaints 
Register shall be made available for inspection by the Secretary upon request. 

Compliant Complaints register is available at 
http://www.gullenrangewindfarm.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/01/Register-to-Dec-15_1.pdf  
 
Consultation Manager is used to record all communication 
with stakeholders for internal purposes. 
Consultation Manager contains: 

¶ The time and date 

¶ Method (email, phone etc) 

¶ Name, address 

¶ Nature of complaint 

¶ Actions and person responsible 
The system was inspected on 12/02/16 

5.6 Prior to the commencement of construction of the project, the proponent 
shall prepare and submit for the approval of the secretary, a community 
enhancement program, (as generally described in the environmental 
assessment referred to in condition 1.1a) of this approval, in so far as it is 
consistent with the terms contained in this condition) with the aim of funding 
community enhancement measures to the benefit of the local community that  
consists of the following components: 
1. a Clean Energy Program to support the installation of residential clean 

energy  

improvements, (as generally described in the Environmental Assessment 
referred to in  

condition 1.1a) of this approval, in so far as it is consistent with the terms 
contained in  
this condition); and 

Compliant A Community Enhancement Plan is in place for the project. 
 
It consists of a Clean Energy Program and a Community 
Fund. 
 
NGH has not audited compliance the Community 
Enhancement Plan. However, NGH notes that the 
Community Fund is administered by ULSC and subject to 
external audit. 
 
The CEP is also subject to external audit. NGRWF has 
advised that the funding for the CEP is available, but it has 
not been fully expended pending resolution of several 
issues which the NSW Department of Planning and 
Environment have been made aware of. Stage 1 of the CEP 
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2. a Community Fund, to provide funds to undertake initiatives which provide 
a direct  

benefit to the local community. 

The Community Enhancement Program shall be developed in consultation with 
the Upper Lachlan Shire Council, the Goulburn Mulwaree Council and the local 
community and provide details of: 

a) ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
administered, including mechanisms for accounting and 
reporting; 

b) how measures and initiatives to be funded by the program 
would be identified, assessed, prioritised and implemented 
over the life of the project; and 

c) any other terms agreed to by the parties. 

 

The Proponent shall each year contribute the sum of $1666 per constructed 
turbine to the Community Enhancement Program, commencing upon 
commissioning of the project until the end of its life. The contribution shall be 
adjusted to take account of any increase in the Consumer Price Index (All 
Groups Index for Sydney) over time, commencing at the  
September 2010 quarter. 

The Community Enhancement Program shall not require any financial 
contribution from any recipient of the scheme nor shall the program be 
conditional on the extent of government subsidies or rebates available for 
measures to be funded by the program. 

scheme is underway with 39 energy efficiency audits 
completed in 2015. 

5.7 The Proponent shall establish and operate a Community Consultative 
Committee (CCC) for the project to the satisfaction of the Secretary. The CCC 
must be operational by 31 December 2015, unless the Secretary agrees 
otherwise, and it must be operated generally in accordance with the guidance 
in Appendix C of the draft NSW Planning Guidelines Wind Farms (December 
2011), or any equivalent guideline. 

Compliant Gullen Wind Farm advertised for the CCC in December 
2015. Three responses were received but they were not 
acceptable to the DoPE.  Proponent has readvertised. 
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Note: The CCC is an advisory committee. The Department and other relevant 
agencies are responsible for ensuring that the Proponent complies with this 
approval. 

6.1 Prior to the commencement of construction, the proponent shall develop and 
implement a compliance tracking program for the project, to track compliance 
with the requirements of this approval during the construction, operation or 
decommissioning of the project and shall include, but not necessarily limited 
to: 

a. Provisions for an annual environmental management report (AEMR) 
that is to be prepared and submitted to the secretary throughout the 
operational life of the project. The AEMR must review the 
performance of the project against the operational environmental 
management plan, the conditions of this approval and other licences 
and approvals relating to the project. 

b. Provisions for periodic reporting of the compliance status to the 
secretary including at least prior to the commencement of 
construction of the project, prior to the commencement of operation 
of the project, and prior to the commencement of decommissioning, 

c. A program for independent environmental auditing in accordance 
with as/nz iso 19011:2003 - guidelines for quality and/or 
environmental management systems auditing;  

d. Procedures for rectifying any non-compliance identified during 
environmental auditing or review of compliance; 

e. Mechanisms for recording environmental incidents and actions taken 
in response to those incidents;  

f. Provisions for reporting environmental incidents to the secretary 
during construction operation and decommissioning; and 

g. Provisions for ensuring all employees, contractors and sub-
contractors are aware of,  
and comply with, the conditions of this approval relevant to their 
respective activities. 

Compliant Section 9 of the OEMP details environmental compliance 
and reporting.  The proponent has shown compliance with 
Section 9 of the OEMP. 
 
Incident reporting is as per the PIRMP and section 10 of the 
OEMP and has been complied with during the audit period. 
 
 
This AEMR reviews the operational compliance of the 
project and will be submitted to DoPI.  This is the first 
AEMR for the project. 
 
 
 

7.6 Within 3 years of the commencement of the operation of the project, or 
within 3 months of the approval of any modification to this approval, the 
Proponent shall review, and if necessary, revise the OEMP to the satisfaction 

Compliant Modification granted on 7 September. OEMP reviewed 
following approval of the modification. Review submitted 
on 7/12/15. Letter ref NGRWF_DOPE_002 
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of the Secretary. Following approval, the Proponent shall implement the 
updated OEMP to the satisfaction of the Secretary. 

8.1 The Proponent shall notify the Secretary and any relevant Government 
authority of any incident with actual or potential significant off-site impacts on 
people or the biophysical environment as soon as practicable after the 
ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ όάƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέύΦ    ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ όάǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
any relevant Government authority within seven days of the date on which 
the incident occurred. 

Compliant No reportable incidents recorded during the reporting 
period. 
Four non-reportable incidents were recorded in the 
Incident Register. 

8.2 The Proponent shall meet the requirements of the Secretary to address the 
cause or impact of any incident, as it relates to this approval, reported in 
accordance with condition 8.1 of this approval, within such period as the 
Director General may require. 
 

Compliant No reportable incidents recorded during the reporting 
period. 
 

Statement of Commitments  

COA Long Description Stage Compliance 
Status 

Comments 

SoC1 The Proponent would determine the extent of planting with 
residents of properties within 3km of a wind turbine. This 
would include a site visit. Any such offer would remain in 
place for a period of 1 year after project construction. 
Screening options are detailed in Attachment 3. 
Landscaping will be provided as per the GRWFPL Landscaping 
Management Plan and in consultation with landowners. 

During 
Construction 
and Operation 

Compliant All landowners within 3km that have potential to be 
impacted have been contacted. All landowners that 
responded were offered a landscape assessment and visual 
screening where recommended in the site specific 
Landscape Management Plan 

SoC5a An onsite representative to meet with residents at their 
property to discuss the noise issues experienced 

Operation Compliant After the completion of the Operational Noise Assessment 
Gullen Wind Farm sent a letter to landowners known to 
have queries about noise levels to offer a meeting and 
explanation of the report. The newsletter was also made 
available on the project website. NGRWF and Marshall Day 
Acoustics met five residents in the week starting 2/11/15. 

SoC9 Develop and implement an operational noise compliance 
testing program.  

Operation Compliant Operational Noise Management Plan included in the OEMP 
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SoC10 If operational monitoring identifies exceedances, the 
Proponent would give consideration to providing mechanical 
ventilation (to remove requirement for open windows), 
building acoustic treatments (improved glazing) or using 
turbine control features to manage excessive noise under 
particular conditions.  

Operation Compliant The Operational Noise Assessment found that there are no 
exceedances 

SoC22 Pest Animal Control Program - To reduce the attractiveness 
of the site to foraging raptors, rabbits would be controlled on 
the turbine ridges, carrion would be removed from the site 
as quickly as possible 

During 
operation 

Compliant NGRWF put measures in place to clear animal carcasses 
from the site to make it less attractive to raptors. This 
measure was put in place in 2015 (expenditure request for 
clean-up of caresses dated 7/7/15) 

SoC23 Bird and Bat Monitoring Program 
ω tǊŜ-construction surveying would be undertaken to assist 
in managing bird and bat impacts (Powerful Owl would be a 
key species in this Pre-construction surveying). Results would 
be incorporated into the ongoing monitoring program 
ω ! ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
mortalities, remove carcasses and assess the effectiveness of 
controls in accordance with Section 9.3.1 
ω LŦ ƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ŀ ǇǊŜ-determined threshold (set out in 
the monitoring program), additional mitigation measures 
would be considered, such as diversion structures, turning 
off turbines at critical times, further habitat modification and 
enhancement of off-site habitats 
 

Designed prior 
to operation & 
Implemented 
during 
operation 

Compliant Monitoring plan and threshold for eagle strikes has been 
exceeded. OEH has been made aware of this and additional 
measures have been put in place. Main measures are 
removal of carcasses and monitoring of illegal kangaroo 
shooting 

SoC35a The Proponent would install a Radio/Television antennae in 
the vicinity of Crookwell which would improve the 
Radio/Television signal strength for the area surrounding the 
wind farm and for Crookwell. 
The commitment above has been modified after consultation 
with ULSC 
as follows: 

¶ GRWFPL will provide funding for a suitable technical and 
commercial upgrade at an existing ULSC 
communications mast. 

Operation Compliant $80,000 was put forward to install a new antenna at 
Crookwell and commissioned in Feb 2016 
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¶ The funding may up to $100,000. The funding will 
independent of contributions to the Community 
Enhancement Fund. 

¶ ULSC will be responsible for the construction, operation 
and maintenance of the new antennae facility. 

SoC38a GRWFPL provided additional assessment of potential for 
impacts to point to point services to relevant stakeholders 
and will consult further with RFS in respect of its service 
between Mt Mary and Mt Gray. 

Ongoing Complaint Addressed at annual meetings with RFS 
An annual meeting was held on 26th July 2015. 

SoC39a Where suitable guidelines exist, a report studying the EMF 
output of the Substation and facility would be undertaken 
and the results made publicly available. 

Operation Compliant No study has currently been undertaken and there does not 
appear to suitable guidelines available to date. 

SoC61 Range Road 
ω ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ŦƭƛŎƪŜǊ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
commissioning and any remedial measures to address 
concerns would be developed in consultation with the RTA 
and the Department of Planning 
 

Operation  Compliant Informally monitored by site staff and no shadow flicker has 
been observed. 
No shadow flicker associated with Range Road has been 
reported by members of the public. 
Shadow flicker monitoring is presented in the shadow flicker 
report (Shadow Flicker Turbine Layout 6A Gullen Range Wind 
Farm, Epuron 2014).  The report indicates that shadow-
flicker from the final layout complies with this condition. 

SoC65a The Proponent would investigate the potential to house an 
RFS hall within the Wind Farm or at a suitable location 
identified in consultation with RFS near to the wind farm.  
This facility could also be used as a community hall. 
ω ¢ƘŜ Proponent would offer the land to the RFS in 
perpetuity. 
ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wC{ 
station would be the responsibility of the RFS 
 

Operation Compliant Purchsed local community hall. Can be used by RFS. Deed of 
Capital Contribution and option to purchase between 
Goulburn Land Pty Ltd (Goldwind) and Bannister District Hall 
Association Incorporated (signed) 

SoC72 Shut down of turbines would commence if components 
reach critical temperatures or if directed by the RFS in the 
case of a nearby wildfire being declared (an all hours contact 
point would be available to the RFS during the bushfire 

Operation  Compliant Never been shut down by RFS. The turbines do shut down if 
high temperature alarms are activated for various 
components. 
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period). Remote alarming and maintenance procedures 
would also be used to minimise risks 

SoC73 Overhead transmission easements would be periodically 
inspected to monitor regrowth of encroaching vegetation 

Operation  Non-
Compliant 

One overhead line exists on site. 
Inspections are undertaken annually, however no 
documentation for these inspections were available.. 
Update management system to document inspection. 

SoC75 All vehicles onsite would follow established trails and 
minimise onsite movements 

Construction 
and operation 

Compliant Monitored through environmental inspections.  
Checklists and inspections reviewed ς 150501 

SoC76 Machinery would be operated and maintained in a manner 
that minimises risk of hydrocarbon spills 

Construction 
and operation 

Compliant Monitored through routine maintenance environmental 
checklist, vehicle condition checklist and plant inspections 
Checklists and inspections reviewed ς 140909, 150326, 
150409, 151066, 160127, 160914 

SoC77 Maintenance or re-fuelling of machinery would be carried 
out on hard-stand areas (i.e. existing or proposed road 
surface or hard-stand areas beneath turbines). Where 
possible, maintenance and re-fuelling would not occur on 
areas that either contain native vegetation, or would be 
revegetated 

Construction 
and operation 

Compliant Monitored through routine maintenance environmental 
checklist, vehicle condition checklist and plant inspections 
Checklists and inspections reviewed ς 140909, 150326, 
150409, 151066, 160127, 160914.  

SoC86 Infrastructure would be bunded to ensure that the amounts 
of oil could be fully contained in the event of a leak. Bunding 
provisions would be regularly inspected 

Operation  Infrastructure is adequately bunded.  See photo below: 
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SoC94 Monitoring information collected during the operation of the 

wind farm would be made publicly available 
Operation  Noise & supplementary noise and pre-op compliance report 

are available on website 
BBAMP Annual Monitoring  was undertaken in 2015 and is 
awaiting review by OEH prior to upload to website 

SoC95b The Proponent would provide a community education 
program for local schools which would include: 
ω ±ƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŦŀǊƳ 
ω LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ω LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
 

Operation Compliant Community enhancement program developed and approved 
by Upper Lachlan Shire Council, Goulburn Mulwaree Council 
and DoPI 

SoC95c ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ΨƻǇŜƴ ŘŀȅΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ 
farm to allow the public to visit the facility 

Operation Compliant Community open day held on 18th April 2015 

SoC95d The proponent will strengthen its relationship with the 
community by improving its consultation efforts and 
undertaking regular interface with neighbours within 2km of 
the wind farm. 
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SoC95e The proponent would provide an annual public report on the 
environmental and social performance of the wind farm and 
the 
consultation activities undertaken for the year 

Operation Not 
Audited 

This AEMR will go on website and will be first report 

SoC97 The Proponent would work with the involved landowners, 
the community and Upper Lachlan Shire Council to allow for 
the development of the wind farm as a tourist attraction, if 
this option becomes desirable to these three parties.  

Operation Compliant Spoke to people in Canberra about wind farm trail. 
Crookwell wind farm has viewing platform. No party has 
shown great interest. 

SoC108 Employee safety would be managed through the application 
a Health and Safety Plan 

Operation Compliant  Safety plan part of OEMP 

SoC109 If shadow flicker is found to be a nuisance to residents, 
conditions would be pre-programmed into the control 
system and individual wind turbines automatically shut down 
whenever these conditions are present 

Operation Compliant Two complaints related to shadow flicker - #16 and #11 
Upon investigation shadow flicker did not exceed 30hours a 
year, as per Condition 2.7. 

SoC110 Shadow flicker effects on motorists using Range Road would 
be monitored following commissioning and any remedial 
measures to address concerns would be developed in 
consultation with the RTA and the Department of Planning 

Operation Compliant Refer to SoC61. 

SoC128 Waste would be reused or recycled whenever possible. 
Separate recyclable materials receptacles would be provided 
(eg. For glass, plastics and aluminium) 

Construction 
and operation 

 Recycling bin located on site. 
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SoC129 Packaging materials and general construction wastes would 
ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦΣ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΣ ŀǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ 
waste disposal centres 

Construction 
and operation 

 Refuse bins located on site 

 
SoC130 Toilet facilities would be provided for onsite workers and 

ǎǳƭƭŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǳƳǇ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
disposed at the local sewage treatment plants or other 
suitable facility agreed to by Council 

Construction 
and operation 

Not 
Audited 

N/A 

SoC133 Risk of chemical spills would be minimised and protocols 
would be in place to ensure prompt and effective clean-up of 
any accidental spills 

Construction 
and operation 

Compliant Spill response procedure. Spill kits on vehicles 

SoC134 No permanent waste disposal would be utilised onsite Construction 
and operation 

Compliant No waste is permanently stored on site 

SoC135 The contractor would implement a Spill Control Plan as part 
of its Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. Spill Control Plans 
would identify persons responsible for implementing the 
plan if a spill of a dangerous or hazardous waste should 
occur. Any spill that occurs, regardless of size or type of spill, 
would be reported to the Construction Manager. The event 
and clean up processes would be recorded. Spill protocols in 
the plan would dictate when the EPA should be notified 

Construction 
and operation 

Compliant PIRMP implemented and approved by EPA 

SoC138 Economic Construction 
and operation 

Compliant Landscaping done by local contractors. Most staff are local. 8 
people live locally. 






